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their story in this Chamber, and I com-
mend both for their actions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUR IMMIGRANT 
COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
again today to once again bring a sense 
of reality and clear light to the immi-
grant and Latino communities of our 
Nation. 

Six months ago, my family and I 
went to the wake of a 19-year-old sol-
dier who died in Iraq from my home-
town of Tucson, Arizona. It was very 
difficult, especially when his mother 
asked me to tell her why he died. I 
should say, she spoke only Spanish. I 
said what I could about freedom, sac-
rifice, and liberty. And now, this Con-
gress wants to change legislation to 
have the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission not investigate or 
prosecute cases of discrimination if the 
complainant doesn’t speak English, 
like this young man’s mother. She 
gave this Nation a son. 

I challenge, no, I demand of those 
proponents that want to have second- 
class citizenship in this country to go 
to that mother and tell her why. 

f 

OH, CHRISTMAS TREE, OH, 
CHRISTMAS TREE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, A Tree, A 
Tree, but don’t call it a Christmas 
Tree. Let me explain. 

Since forever, Christmas trees have 
been called Christmas trees. Everyone 
in the world knows what a Christmas 
tree is and the traditions that accom-
pany them. 

It is almost that time of year for 
most homes throughout the fruited 
plain to have some type of tree in 
them. Even Charlie Brown has a 
Christmas tree. But Lowe’s Home Im-
provement stores that sell trees won’t 
call them Christmas trees, but now 
they call them ‘‘family trees’’ so as 
not, I suspect, to offend non-Christians. 
Of course, it is okay in our culture to 
offend Christians because they are just 
supposed to turn the other cheek. How-
ever, calling them family trees may of-
fend single individuals who don’t have 
families. So should the trees be called 
family-individual trees? 

Where is this nonsense of political 
correctness going to end? Lowe’s 
should change its policy. This is the 
same silliness that caused some retail-
ers last year to refuse to put up signs 
saying ‘‘Merry Christmas,’’ but instead 
said ‘‘Happy Holidays.’’ 

It is tradition at the Poe house on 
Thanksgiving that we buy and decorate 
a Christmas tree. But we won’t buy one 
at Lowe’s because, you see, they don’t 
sell Christmas trees. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

IMMIGRATION 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, we have 
heard a lot of hateful rhetoric sur-
rounding the immigration debate on 
this floor. Some of my colleagues stand 
here and compare immigrants to ter-
rorists and say that immigrants are 
lazy and are looking for a free ride, 
when in fact they have made many 
contributions to this country, positive 
contributions. 

Let me tell you about an honorable 
immigrant family from Rialto. Cor-
poral Jorge Gonzalez was one of the 
first soldiers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in Iraq, and I say in Iraq, for 
this country. The wife and infant son 
were left behind to apply for special 
permission just so that their United 
States flag could be draped over his 
coffin. Jorge was willing to die to pro-
tect this country, willing to die to pro-
tect this country; but since he was an 
immigrant, there are some in this body 
who would call him a criminal. Immi-
grants are not criminals. They are sol-
diers. They are our friends. They are 
our students. They are our doctors. 

It is time for Congress to recognize 
what is right. Stop this hateful rhet-
oric, stop the lies. Honor the sacrifices 
made by men like Jorge. 

Lord, help us understand and pass 
real immigration. 

f 

FUNDING OUR VETERANS 

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, this is 
day 46; that is, 46 days so far that our 
veterans have not had the use of the in-
creased funding for their benefits and 
health care. That is $18.5 million a day 
not able to be used. 

This bill has been done for months 
and the President has already agreed 
to sign it. Now, Veterans Day has come 
and gone and the Democratic leader-
ship continues to delay this bill. 

I am calling on the Speaker not to 
adjourn for Thanksgiving until this bill 
has been sent to the President. And I 
call on all Americans to contact their 
Representatives to tell the Democratic 
leadership to send a clean veterans ap-
propriations bill to the President. How 
can we celebrate a holiday with our 
families knowing that there are bene-
fits that our veterans don’t have access 
to simply because of a leadership deci-
sion to hold our veterans funding hos-
tage? 

f 

BUSH AND REPUBLICANS REFUSE 
TO EXPAND HEALTH CARE TO 10 
MILLION CHILDREN 

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, Thanksgiving Day, as my colleague 
just mentioned, is next week and we 
have the threat of another Presidential 
veto to deny 10 million children across 
this country of all races, all poor, ac-
cess to health care. 

The President has become a born- 
again fiscal conservative, disregarding 
any requirement that we pay for the 
war and disregarding the fact that we 
are paying for children’s health care. 

On Thanksgiving Day, all of us are 
thankful, those of us who have health 
care, and we are determined that the 
children of this country will join the 
Members of Congress in this country, 
government employees, and citizens 
across this country who do have access 
to health care. 

The President has refused to meet 
with congressional leaders. And, by the 
way, this is bipartisan. Republicans 
and Democrats in this body stand 
united in wanting to insure our kids, 
and the only obstacle is the Presi-
dential veto. 

f 

OKLAHOMA’S CENTENNIAL 
BIRTHDAY 

(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow 
the State of Oklahoma will celebrate 
its centennial birthday, and today I 
come to the House floor to commemo-
rate and honor our State’s rich history. 
And, most of all, I am here to honor 
the people of Oklahoma, our greatest 
strength, whose hard work and pioneer 
spirit have written a truly unique 
chapter in American history. 

Oklahoma has been defined by the 
adventuresome nature of the men and 
women who settled there. Although we 
are a young State, our legacy is signifi-
cant. Oklahoma has gone from Indian 
territory to land runs to a State on the 
cutting edge of American agriculture 
and energy production. Each portion of 
our history has left a unique imprint 
on the culture of our State and our Na-
tion. 

Today, 100 years after Oklahoma 
achieved statehood, we have so much 
to offer: a tremendous quality of life, a 
work ethic second to none, and a pio-
neer spirit just as much alive as it was 
a century ago. 

On the eve of our centennial, we 
honor all Oklahomans. We have our 
household names, Will Rogers to Jim 
Thorpe, but there are millions of oth-
ers of hardworking, compassionate 
Oklahomans. I just wish Oklahoma a 
happy birthday, and may God continue 
to bless our State. 

f 

FUNDING FOR VETERANS 
(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, the Demo-
cratic Congress is wrapping up its first 
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